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The humanities guide us in defining our individual beliefs, values, aspirations, and are
central to creating vibrant communities and building innovative economic opportunities.
Humanities study helps us understand and engage diverse cultures. The humanities allow
us to interpret our past, understand the present, and imagine our future.




By Helping Ohioans explore the past and imagine the future, Ohio Humanities strives to support
exemplary programs across the state. Last year, more than 4,000,000 individuals experienced op-
portunities to engage in real conversations about real issues that effect us in many ways.

Now, more than ever, civil society depends on our ability to transcend small differences, identify
the values we hold in common, and find creative solutions to the challenges we face as individuals
and as communities. The humanities are the catalyst for invoking both continuity and change. By
examining history, we can gauge what works; reading literature creates empathy for the experi-
ences of others; philosophy challenges us to examine our beliefs and values.

As an advocate for the public humanities, Ohio Humanities is ever mindful of its role as a steward
of civil society and the common good. The 2016 annual report departs from the usual presenta-
tion of income and expenditures. Instead, we want to share the impact created by our financial
stewardship of the organization. The Ohio Humanities balance sheet is modest, but the impact of
our service to the state/programs is immeasurable.
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$285,236

awarded, leveraged

approximately $1 .2 million
in additional funds

Lee-Harvard Grant

Telling important community stories takes time and effort.

It also requires financial resources. Finding funding for public
humanities projects can be a challenge. Many organizations
have discovered that a grant from Ohio Humanities can
help leverage additional dollars from organizations and
foundations.

The Cleveland Restoration Society’s African-American
Heritage in Cleveland’s Lee-Harvard neighborhood project
is a perfect example of the power of an Ohio Humanities
grant to open doors, and checkbooks.

The Lee-Harvard neighborhood was an important part of
the African-American community in Cleveland, and the
CRS believed that its history needed to be shared with the
public. One of the first places that CRS turned to for funding
was Ohio Humanities. This was a strategic decision. Not
only did Ohio Humanities provide critical dollars to get the

‘ Lee-Harvard program started, the Ohio Humanities grant

| also signaled to other funders that this was a project worth

‘ supporting. CRS was able to use their Ohio Humanities
grant to leverage other funding, including a grant from the
National Endowment for the Humanities.
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Public TV and Radio Coverage Area
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30 showings of

reached

Trees in Trouble

In 2013, award-winning documentary filmmaker Andrea
Torrice began working on a new project about the threats
facing urban trees and community forests. With a planning
grant from Ohio Humanities, Andrea was able to conduct in-
depth research and work with environmental historian David
Stradling. A media grant from Ohio Humanities helped turn
that research into Trees in Trouble, a half-hour public television
documentary.

The focus of the film is on Southwest Ohio, the emerald ash
borer and the impact that this invasive species is having on
conservation efforts in the area. Yet, the film has a much
broader scope as communities across the country are dealing
with similar environmental challenges. It is no surprise, then,
that Trees in Trouble was shown on over 95% of PBS stations
across the United States in 2016.

Trees in Trouble is the latest example of timely, high quality
media productions funded by Ohio Humanities. Through
public radio and television broadcasts, Ohio Humanities media
projects reach almost every Ohioan, and audiences sometimes
far beyond the borders of our state.




“I'm still basking in the afterglow of a
great day at Cincinnati’s annual Books by

the Banks book fair . . . . Queen City Corpse,
the latest Sebastian McCabe-Jeff Cody
adventure, is off to a great start!”

— Dan Andriacco, author

451 events

112,000 people =

Book Festivals

One of the things that makes the public humanities such

a transformative force is face-to-face interaction. There is
nothing like being able to engage an author, historian or other
humanist in thought-provoking dialogue. Programs that are
directly conducted by Ohio Humanities or funded from an
Ohio Humanities grant make these important conversations
possible.

Columbus and Cincinnati are home to Ohioana Book Festival
and Books by the Banks, two major book festivals that attract
thousands of participants each year. Both book festivals
provide unique opportunities for Ohioans to meet authors
from a number of literary genres. Through panel discussions,
presentations at local libraries, and book signings, festival
participants are able to engage authors in conversation and
share their thoughts on a wide variety of topics.

Ohio Humanities has been supporting both the Ohioana Book
Festival and Books by the Banks since 2007.



DIGITAL PROJECTS

100 downloads each.

Connecting Technology
with Place

Digital technology can help connect us with places near

and far. Whether through words, images or sound, digital
technology adds important humanities content and context to
the places people want to visit. Ohio Humanities is committed
to integrating digital technology with Ohio places so that
heritage travelers have meaningful experiences.

SeeOhioFirst.org is home to a number of digital tours that are
available for free to the public. In 2016 over 21,000 unique users
visited the site. Once there, visitors could choose to download
any one of 12 driving tours that were created as part of the New
Ohio Guide, an updated version of the Depression-Era guides
that led drivers to important historical and cultural sites around
the state.

These tours provide users with a curated experience that they
will not find anywhere else. They are part of Ohio Humanities'
commitment to using digital technology to support heritage
tourism and connect people with the important places in Ohio.

SeeOQhioFirst.org is home to a number

of digital tours that are available
for free to the public.
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Your support for Ohio Humanities makes it possible for Ohioans
to have Real Conversation about Real Issues.

M.J. & Patricia Albacete

James Aldridge

David Ambrose

Annual Emancipation Day
Celebration

Stanley & Edith Applegate

Judith Appleton

Ann Armstong-Ingoldsby

Mark & Sandra Auburn

Kathleen Baird

Margaret Baird

Karen & Don Barrett

Art & Kathleen Bauer

Nancy Beja

Richard Benedum &
Julane Rodgers

Jack Bennett

Andrea Benza Morwood

Richard Binzer

Jim & Suzanne Blaser

David & Susan Bodary

Irene Brooks

Barbara Brothers &

Lawrence Haimes
Gwen Brubaker
Barbara Bryner &

Ann Bryner Hedington
Randall & Marilyn Buchman
Roger Burns
Tom Carpenter &

Lynne Lancaster
Reba Coats
Rob Colby
Marian Conn
Brodi Conover
Arthur & Marcia Crim
James Culp
Robert & Mary Daley
Judith Darus
Joseph & Noel Dehner
Theresa Delgadillo
Joanne Denko
Jack & Mary DeVille
Henry Doll
Christine Donaldson
Robert Dorsey
Walter & Anne Dugger
Richard & Martha Ellers
Kathleen Endres

Peggy Ann & David Erskine

John & Barbara Fleming

Marvin Fletcher

Charlotte & James Floyd

Ashley & Barbara Ford

Michael Foughty

Dan & Tina Frederick

Mary Tripp Gaier

Margaret Galipault

The Gardner Family

Richard Gebhardt

Jane Gerhardt

Jay & Sue Giles

Andrew Gilmore &
Karen Sprague

Gay Marie Goden

Patricia Gynn

Court Hall, Jr.

John Hancock

Robert Harmon

Paula Harsch

David & Vicki Hartley

Earnest & Nancy Hatfield

Gary & Nancy Hattery

Barbara & Steve Heckart

Neil Heller

Andrew Hershberger

Faye & Teke Heston

Mary Hilgert

Frank & Cindy Hilliard

Edith Hirsch

Kathryn Hirsch

Herman & Judy Hoerig

Richard & Alice Hoover

Sara Megan Igo

Paul Imhoff

Anne & Carl Jantzen

Carol & Frederick Jarosz

Annette Jefferson

Kris & John Jemmott

Geraldine Kaftan

George Kalbouss

Janyce Katz & Mark Glazman

Richard & Sharon Jo Kern

John & Elizabeth Keyes

R. Allen Kimbrough

Eleanor Kingsbury

Judith Kitchen

Brent Kleihauer

Edison & Ruth Klinger
Emil & Jean Kmetec
George & Phyllis Knepper
Christine Knisely &

David McCoy
Tony & Corinne Konecny
Marvin Krislov & Amy Sheon
David & Patricia Kulich
Mary Ann Larkin
Judy & Michael Lasco
Kenneth Ledford &

Susan Holderness
Edward Lentz
Robert & Paula Lindner
Andrew & Karen Lyke
Sanford & Eleonora Marovitz
Julie McCarthy
Kenneth McPeek
Ruby Metts
Louise Mooney
Mr. & Mrs. Allen Musheno
Robert & Margie Neff
Gary & Linda Nicholson
Byron & Ardith Nolte
Angela O'Neal
John & Patty Offenberg
Sandra Paliga
Richard & Leslie Pavlak
Gale Peterson
Judith Phillips
Margaret Piatt & Jim White
Charles & Claire Ping
Timothy Pogacar
Norma Pohle
Steve & Merrelyn Powers
Kristin & Charles Price
Betty Pytlik
Katerina & Roger Ray
Nancy Recchie & Jeff Darbee
Kathleen Smart Reno
Carol Revilock
Catherine & Richard Roberts
Rodman Public Library
Kevin Rose & Marta Wojcik
Jacqueline M.F. Samuel
Lee & Bob Sanders
Thomas Schiff
Rachel Schneider
John & Barbara Schubert

This list includes donations made between January 1st and December 31st 2016.

Deborah Schultz
Anne Schweinfurth
Marguerite Shaffer
Katie Shames
Susanna Shearer
Sarah Sisser
Glenda Skinner
Jeffery & Marsha Smith
Marc Smith
Carey Snyder
Morna Sosahr
Bonnie Southwind
Glory Southwind
Paul St. Germain
Cynthia Stickley
Marjorie Stone
Karla & Saul Strieb
Thomas & Anabel Stubbs
Frank Svaty
Genevieve Szuba
Nancy Tanner
James Teeters
Charles Terbille
Shirley Timonere
Norma Torres
Virginia Trover
Carol & William Tuttle
Andrew Verhoff
Shirley Wajda
Edgar Walter
Philip & Peggy Wasserstrom
Marilyn & Bob Welker
Lois & Robert Whealey
Yvonne Williams
Patricia Williamsen
Alan Winkler & Sara Penhale
Beatrice Winkler
Carl & Roxanna Young
Jay Zenitsky &

Patrice Rancour
Judith Zimmer
Gary Zola

All those who made cash
contributions under the tent
during Ohio Chautauqua
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