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Partridge

Guilty Here Tuesday§

Philip H. Partridge, 43, former Highland County en-
gineer, was sentenced to two concurrent terms in the Ohio
Tues-
day evening, after a.petit jury found the engineer guilty

State Penitentiary by Judge

Is Found

George W. McDowell,

of burning and burglary of a school.

| P RSt AR B
S L O 4

JC Officers
Are, Installed

Roger Faris, Jr., Picked
To Head Local Group

The Hillshoro Junior Chamber
of Commerce held installation of
officers at a meeting held at the
Highlander, Tuesday night.

A total of 34 members and their
wives attended the meeting, with
Mayor Karl Doebele and Mrs. Doe-
bele attending as guests and Dar-
rell Hottle, local attorney, as the
featured speaker. Also present at
the meeting was Bob Levinson,
Past Natlonal Dlrector of the Jay-
cees.

New ofﬁcers taking over at the
meeting were: Roger Faris, Jr.,
president; David Mitchell, vice
president; George Baker, secretary-
treasurer, and Ben Bay, Delmar
Day and Ed Fehring, trustees.
| George Claibourne was chairman
| of the installation service.

THE GROUP discussed a teen-
.| age “After the Game” dance to
be held for high school students
| at the ONG Armory here following
oro-Washington football

invlted to attend.
ere made for the
which the Jay-
Saturday, Oct.
Hugh Manker’s
for this event.
purchased  from

the group that
»mad}e, on the

new
ted service pins
d ‘Fehring, past

The jury, composed of nine men
and three women, deliberated only
about 35 minutes before returning
the verdict. The charge was given
the jurors by Judge McDowell at

approximately 4:05 P. M. and at

4:40 P. M., they announced that
they had reached the verdict.

Thus the trial, which had attract-
ed nation-wide attention, came to
an end after two full days. Imme-
diately after the clerk read the ver-
dict, counsel for the defense said
that they had no immediate inten-
tion of filing a motion for a new
trial, and asked that their client be
sentenced.

Judge McDowell then set the
prison terms at 1 to 10 years on the
charge of burning a school build-
ing, and 1 to 15 years on the
charge of burglary of a school. Re-
duced to general terms, the bur-
glary charge consists of ‘breaking
and entering during the night sea-
son or during the period of dark-
ness.

Neither Partridge nor his wife,
who sat at the defendant’s table
with him throughout the second
day of the trial, showed any trace
of emotional upset when the ver-
dict was read and sentence passed.

ACTUALLY, the jury was not
called upon to decide whether or
not Partridge had committed the
act. Counsel for the defense
readily admitted, as early as in the
opening statement to the jury, that
| Partridge had set the fire to the
| school buildihg on the niorning of
July 5. Their defense of the en-
gineer was based upon their con-
tention that there was no malici-
ousness or criminal intent in the
act, but that it was done during
“emotional storm” when the de-
fendant was not his own free agent.

A large crowd attended the hear-
ing during both days of the trial.
On Monday, between 75 and 100
persons were present in the court-
room. Tuesday, the crowd number-
ed between 150 and 175 persons as
people stood in the aisle to hear
the testimony of the defendant and
the closing arguments by counsel.

The state called 14 witnesses to
the stand during the trial, and fin-
ally rested its case at 10 A. M.,
Tuesday. The defense called only
two witnesses, the defendant and

his wife. There was only brief re- .
buttal by the state before the clos- ---

Englneer Sentenced to Ohio Penitentiary

wife, Elizabeth; William F.
his two attorneys

The state called 14 witnesses to
the stand during the trial, and fin-
ally rested its case at 10 A. M.,
Tuesday. The defense called only
two witnesses, the defendant and
his wife. There was only brief re-
buttal by the state before the clos-
ing arguments were presented.

In their closing arguments, de-
fense attorneys Charles (Bud) Wil-
son, of West Union, and William
F. Hopkins, of Cincinnati; likened
their client to Saul on the way to
Damascus, and to John Brown, the
Civil War martyr who, like Part-
ridge, was a surveyor.

.

.

WILSON said it was “fitting”
that this incident should occur in
Hillsboro, which he called the “seat
of tradition.” He noted that this
was the birthplace of the WCTU,
and that this city was a big term-
inal in the. underground railway
system’ which operated during the
Civil War days. “If Mr. Davis were
ithe prosecuting attorney at that
time,” Wilson.said, “he would be
prosecuting people responsible for
those movements as he is prosecut-
ing Philip Partridge.”

He said the state had not proved
that the act was done with malici-
ousness, which he termed ‘pure
cussedness.” He said that Partridge
is an idealist, which is something

“we need more of in this cruel
(CONTINUED ON PAGE 2)

COURTROOM SCENE—The defendant, his wife and attorneys are shown in the H:g‘nland Counfy
courtroom Tuesday afternoon during a recess in the proceeding:

s. Left to right, Philip Partridge, his

(Foss) Hopkins of Cincinnati and Charles H. (Bud) Wilson of West Union,

(Staff Photo)
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world.” He said he believed Part-
ridge’s statement that he had made
a “pact with God” that if he
dwakened at 2 A. M. on that morn-
ing, he would set fire to the school.

Hopkins, who followed Wilson
in the closing arguments, told: the
jury that he had never been effect-
ed by a trial as he had been with
this one. He said that he became
sick after going home Monday
night and did not sleep. About 4
A. M., Tuesday, he said, he went
into the library at his home and
took notes for a closing argument,
the first time such a move had
been made by him in his 35 years
of practice.

. “INSTEAD of prosecuting him,”
he said, “in my opinion you should
get down on your knees and thank
God that one of your fellow citi-
zens had, regardless of the conse-
quences to him, the welfare of the
state and county at heart and did
the only thing, as he saw it, that
should and could be done in order
that you and the rest of 'the com-
munity might at least realize that
this liberty you possess is a para-|
dox, for to possess and keep it you
must give and extend it to all ci-
tizens, regardless of race, creed or
color.” :
- “Instead of indicting Philip Part-
. ridge,” Hopkins continued, “you
~ should say ‘thank you for showing
us the way.””- 2l
Davis then preseénted the closing
s statement for the state, in which
- ' he told the jury they had been ask-
ed to do the impossible, to see what
was in a man’s mind. The fact that
he was deeply religious, hard
- working and a county official was
no excuse for the crime, he said.
Neither was the faet that he was
- opposed to segregation. ;
‘ HE ‘TOLD the jury that the
. colored people of the community
. were to he congratulated for tak-
ing their -case to the U. S. District
. Court and having it settled the
- American way. “I'm proud of this
community . and the people- that
live here,” the prosecutor said,
“white and colored alike. But this
|is no segregation case, but a case
to see whether or not a crime has
~ been .committed and who commit.
_ ted that crime? > :
. Davis said that he hated to see
an innocent man convicted. “I al-
so hate to see a guilty party turned
e loose,” he stated. He said that he,

| gations contained in the indictment

iucalioy, MJuL uvuiav

dangerous.”
verdict on both counts.

from 21 prospective jurors, were
John Ruble, Charles Bohl,

H. Collins, Elsie Spicer,

foreman of the panel.
Monday

Monday morning, 21 jurors were
examined before both the state and
the defense were satisfied with the
panel. Finally, at 11:30 A. M., the
jurors were sworn in by Harold
Mason, clerk of courts, and the
court then recessed until 1 P. M.
At the start of the afternoon ses-
sion, Prosecutor Richard L. Davis
offered his opening statement to
the jury, in which he said he be-
lieved the testimony would show
that on the morning  of July 5,
Partridge went to Rocky Fork Lake,
took ‘oil and gasoline from equip-
ment there, and returned to Hills-
boro. - el
- Going = to the Lincoln School,
Davis said, Partridge set the cans
containing the oil and gas outside
the school building. He then pro-
ceeded’ on to his home  on North
‘High Street. He parked the auto|
there and walked back to  the

school. He then:tore the screen
from the basement window, went
inside, and up the ‘stairs to the
ground floor of the building. Find-
ing a‘IQCk on the door, heé returned
to the basement and picked up a
metal bar which he took back to the
door to remove the lock.
~ He then entered the room, poured
the gas and oil on thé floor, threw
a lighted match on the oil and left
the building by a south door; walk-
ed across the back of the school
yard and across other property to
North High Street, then returned
home. Dayis said he believed the
evidence would show all the alle-

to be true.

HOPKINS presented the opening
statement for the defense. After|
telling the jurors that they were
not to consider either his or Davis’
opening statements as evidence, the
attorney launched into an emotion-
al appeal to the jurors to find the
man innocent. 5

He told of Partridge’s back-
ground, from the time he was born
up to the present time. He told of
his being interested in the racial
problem and how the injustice done
to colored people made Kim worry
considerably. He told how, when

t

too, believed Partridge

to be an

Pal_'tridge was in the city engineer’s
office in Wilmington, he wrote a

1UCdlildLd Ldadll e
He asked the jury for a guilty
Members of the jury, selected

Carl
Kinnison, Clarence Vance, Elmer
McQuitty, Theodore Shaffer, Mary
Marie
Brooks, Bert Sellman, Stanley Cox
and Harry Mallow. Cox served as

was done maliciously, wilfully and

unlawfully as stated in the indict-
| ment. >

not acting as a free agent at that
time, that God w
to do.

were - not' pleading
reason of insanity, but were only
saying that his mind was at
'ing point.

state called Paul L. Upp, superin-
tendent of city sehools, as a witness.
He told of the damage to the Lin-
coln building and set the figure of

ing at $4,109.06. On cross examin-
atipn by Wilson, Upp said that the
building had_ not previously been

lewer L the wiumington papers,
blasting the segregation of students
in the schools there. This letter, the
attorney said, cost him his job.
The attorney then went on to tell
how Partridge had always been
religious, and how he was a good
worker and a good family man. He
told of his being a deacon in the
Presbyterian Church here. He said
that the segregation issue worked
on the engineer’s mind until it was
at a breaking point. (
Hopkins told how, one month |
prior to the time of the fire, Part- |t
ridge had gone to Columbus and |
parked his car, then had forgotten |t
where he parked it and had report- | ¢
ed it stolen. While this had no di- | I
rect bearing on the case, the attor-| a
ney said that he was telling this to
point out how the mind of the en-|n
gineer was at a breaking point. w
ta

THE STATEMENT continued|W

with an account of how, on July 4, ::
Partridge attended Sunday School th
and church with his family. The tig
minister, the attorney said, talked th:
about “Martyrs.” As the rest of the an‘
.congregation bowed in prayer, he .
said, Partridge also bowed, but of- P
fered his own prayer in which he “ﬂ‘
asked God to show him a way to an(l
right the wrong being done to the I
colored people. ik
“While he was there,” the attor- foli
ney said, “he made a pact with God ik
that if God would wake him at 2 A. Par
M. the next morning, he would 89 | sain
set fire to the Lincoln School.” He fite
said this would be told by his client hi
when he took the stand later in the | 2™
trial: : Rext
The defense counsel told the jury tcl? 4
that they did not deny that some- ti e
one broke into the school, that they dl-?in
did not deny that fire was set. And, t}i :
he said, if any crime was commit- 4l
ted, “we do not deny that our client
did it.”
“We do, however; deny that it
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FOLLOWING the statements, the

tendent of city schools, as a witness.

.| state called Paul L. Upp, superin- '

H

He told of the damage to the Lin-,

| coln building and set the figure of
.| the expense of repairing the build-j

ing at $4,109.06. On cross examin-y
ation by Wilson, Upp said that thel
building had. not previously been:

condemned to his knowledge. As,k-;

1

ed what children attended the
school, Upp said it was for colored

students. The attorney ‘then “asked?

if, prior to the time of the fire, any
white children lived in the Lincoln
district. Upp’s answer was no.
Asked then if there were any color-
ed children living in the white dis-

trict, he asked the attorney to de- |
fine the word ‘“‘district” as he was |-

using it..

Questioned then as to whether or |-

not he said, after the Supreme
Court passed a ruling on segrega-
tion last spring, that this ruling
would have no immediate effect on
the local schools, Upp said that he
did not make such a statement.

He was then asked if the state
had said that the school could not
be used after June 4, 1954, unless
certain repairs were made. Upp
said that this was true and that
similar orders had been received on
other buildings, also.

CHARLES GOINS, janitor of the
school, was then called to the stand.
He told of inspecting the school on
July 4, the day prior to the fire,
and again after the fire on the
morning of July 5. Following Goins
to the stand was Felix Fields, who
lives near the school and reportea
the fire, and members of the Hills-
boro fire department. They were
asked about the location of the fire
in the building, the finding of the
cans used to bring the oil and gas

1|into the Building, and other ques-

tions about the flame and damage

1| caused by the flames. During this

1

=

time, the cans, the lock from the
door, and the bar used to pry the
lock from the door were introduced
as evidence by the prosecutor.

Harold Powell, member of the
news staff of the Hillsboro papers,
was called to identify pictures
taken by him shortly after the fire

i | Was extinguished. William R. Davis,

investigator for the arson bureau,
state fire marshal’s office, was
then called and he told of the inves-
tigation made at the school. He said
that he found the fire had been set
and that some liquid had been used
to accelerate the fire. Under cross
examination, he told about the
“flash point” of gasoline and oil
and how it was determined.

Police Chief Walter Reffitt, to
whom Partridge first confessed,
followed Davis to the stand. Reffitt
told how, on the morning of the 5th,
Partridge told him that he had
some information pertaining to the
fire, but that he could not give it to
him for a day or so. He said the
next time he saw Partridge, at a
council meeting on July 6, he asked
the engineer if he had the informa-
tion at that time, Partridge said he

REFFITT said he was “shocked”
by the engineer’s confession and
that he immediately - notified the
prosecutor, He said that after he
had discussed the Ccase with ‘the

. Davis’ office, where his confession
was take.n down in writing and sign-
ed by him. The statement was ad-

'with 0il where he had slipped on
‘that she asked him where he had
-and he-replied only,
 all right, Mommy,

i | did, and proceeded to tell Reffitt |
t.| that he had set the fire. :

| would not talk.
. brought “Everything is

prosecutor, he took Partridge to |

section, and said that part of the
conversation had not been record'-
ed. Asked if there was not a lot of
the conversation not recorded, he
answered, “No.” The state then
rested its case.

Mrs. Partridge was called as the
first witness. She told of the
couple’s marriage in 1940, their
family, where they worked, ete.

SHE SAID that .she worked at }he
Highlands Community Hospital

ed only with his welfare

with the act.

ing to Columbus

was to be executed.

he had set the fire. She said that she

. : was concern-
i er, since she was
did neither, e -2

i lled to
Partridge, who was then ca -
the stand, told of his background in
education and about when and hpw
deeply he became concercriledf (\im'th
the raci roblem. He told of driv-
VAL to talk to the

. f execution
governor about a stay o ‘
P ed man who he had heard
hiln He said the
governor was out of town, but that

here as a nurse from August, 1953, | he talked to his wife, who told him

to June, 1954, and that their fam-

that the

execution had already

ily life was “under tension” about | taken place. He said that, while
this time. She said her husband was | living in Wilmington, a S{:hool seg-
moody, was working too hard, and | regation problem arose, with the re-
sult that he wrote a letter to the
editor of the Wilmington paper, and
this letter caused him to be fired

kept to himself more than usual.

On July 4, she said, the family
went to church, and when they
came home, the defendant went to
work in the garden. He was uncom-
municative the rest of the day, she
said, and they finally went to bed
about 9 P. M. She awakened at 3 A.
M. on July 5, and found her hus-
band’s bed unoccupied. She search-
ed the house and called for him, but
received no answer. About an hour
later, she testified, she saw the
family car parked outside and she
sat down in the living room and
started reading. She soon heard
footsteps on the stairs, went into
the hallway and upstairs, and found
her husband in the bathroom.

He was dressed . in pajamas, with
‘a pair. of wool trousers on over
them, she said, and was covered
the floor of the school. She said
been and what he had been doing
“Everything is.
don’t worry®

: I_-IER VOICE broken with sobs at
point, she said that her husband
Wwas not normal as she had known
him, that he stared into space and
All questions
) all right,
Mommy” as an answer, she said.
She testified that she helped her
husband wash and put him to bed.
She said that she rubbed his head
and back for “about an hour and a

the testimony * an
ment concernin
school. He
bly upset.”

pact with Gogd»

from the city’s engineer’s office.
He then came to Hillshoro and as-
sumed the post of county engineer.

HE MENTIONED various

which caused him to worry about
segregation. He cited ball games
and outings to which county em-
ployees were invited but to which,
he said, the three colored workers
on the highway crews were not in-
vited. He said that during a sale of
balloons for a hospital benefit, he

learned that more colored people
botgght‘ balloons than
which \led him to believe that they

should have 3 bigger role in civic
affairs. :

white people,

HE REVIEWED that portion of
d opening state.-
. g the fire at the
said that he wasg “terri-
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suew I any wnite children attend-
ing Lincoln = School, to which he
answered “no.” g e

Willis S. Peterson, head of:the
state arson bureau, was then called
by the state. He told how, on August
13, he summoned Partridge to his

- | office in Columbus and had him to
: | make another statement concerning

the fire. While Peterson was testify-
ing, the defendant’s wife, seated in
the front row of spectators’ seats in
the courtroom, shook her head as
Peterson told about the statement.
At this time, the court adjourned
until Tuesday morning to allow the
counsel for the defense to read this
statement.  Mrs. Partridge then
rushed up to Peterson and had
started to converse heatedly with
him about his testimony when Part-
ridge calmed her and she then be-
gan talking to her husband.
Tuesday

Bernice Mitchell, a stenographer
in the office of the chief of the
arson bureau, was the first witness

called by the state. She told of tak-
ing Partridge’s statement from the
record used to take down the state-
ment and. of transcribing that
record by putting it in writing.
Miss Rosemary Cutler, Peterson’s
secretary, was the next witness, and
she told of being in the room at the
time the statement was made.
Asked if Partridge was advised of
his rights, she answered that he
was, and said that no threats or
promises were used to obtain the
statement. She identified a copy of
the statement.

On cross examination, she again
said that Partridge had been advis-
ed of his rights before the state-
ment was taken down. She was then
asked to read the last ‘question
asked Partridge by Peterson, which
was: “You know that this may be
used against or for you in any
court?” The answer was “No, 1
didn’t know that.” She then said
that she was certain he was advised
of that fact before, but may have
misunderstood.

PETERSON then resumed his
testimony, having been the last
person on the stand Monday, and
he told of the conditions surround-
ing the taking of the statement. He
said that Partridge had asked to
speak to his wife first and that af-
terward, he said he was ready to
make a statement. He said that he
did not inform Partridge before-
hand that the statement could be
used against him, but said that it
was made voluntasily. He then de-
scribed how the/ statement wag
made on a record and then reduced
to writing.  Davis asked that the
statement be introduced as evi-
dénce, but the defense objected.
Hopkins said that they did not ob-
ject to the contents, but that it was
not the “best” evidence, and that
the defense believed the record ang
not the transcript should be intro-
duced. S

«/Hopkins, on ‘cross examination
asked the arson bureau chief to fing
a section of the statement which he
| said pertained to Partridge’s telling
him about a sermon which he had
heard. The chief could find no such

LIV MAWARATAA  Wismav  mmans ee—

her husband the word to make a
statement for the arson bureau
chief, and said that she talked to
Peterson at the same time and told
him that no statement was to be
made without consulting Wilson,
who was their attorney. She said
that when her husband returned
home, she found that Peterson had
told him that she had said it was
all right to make a statement.

ON CROSS examination, Davis
went into further detail of the
couple’s family life and reviewed
the testimony she had offered in
direct examination. He asked if she
“sympathized or disapproved” of

VLU U  mvvvasam  vasw  ——o

desperate act and itiwas a tel_'rible
thing for me to do it.” He said he
had 't “push himself” to do it.

ASKED if he thought violence
was any solution to a problem, he

said “No.” Asked then why he use_d
violence in an attempt to solve h‘l‘s
problem, Partridge answe}‘e(:’l, 1
had no choice, I had to do it.’ 'He
said his attitude towdrd segregation
had not changed. He did, t;owever.
say that, “I would not do it today,
tomorrow or the day after."’ .

Following this cross examination,
the defense rested, and after short
rebuttal, the closing arguments

Partridge’s action after she learned

were presented.
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LEES--MOHAWK--GULISTAN
- Over 250 Patterns -
EVERYTHING IN WOOL, RAYON
and COTTON BROADLOOM

. We Specidlize In Wall-to-Wall
Carpeting---Call for Free Estimate

Stockwell's Furniture Store

CINCINNATI PIKE PHONE 1251

.J. D. ROSS & SON

GUARDIAN'S SALE
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The undersigned will offer for sal i i ¢
WEDNESDAY, OCT. 27th. 1954 ||
; 4 4 e 7 ¢
At the residence of Flora A. Spargur 4 b
70 3 miles south of State Highwayg N .Ogosfgfr }gghway No. X
beginning at 10 o’clock, A. M. the following ite of ror Mill, st
property: ms of personal le
Upright player piano, refri : iti !
tate enamel range, dining ré%f‘rrlastgft’e“;ﬁ};ngc;i&s:’tbookcase, Es- ra
% clugikio;gc;? klztcilen table, 3-burner oj] stovg, ?tudlo couch, ?11
due i oelr’b arge storage fuel tanks brass b 5 5o Estate ra
beds complete, ranaitique chair, iron bed compo, COmblete, 3-
d(l-:‘esses IS, lli)braex: tal?lket chest, chest of drawersp eyl Wood sp
oom chairs 4}{ dz:i S pantique dresser, antique s%awash stand, ha
g venports, ’setta & back chairs, wicker rocker oS dining do
: rSnnexl') 15 ’throwefv,.x 6_29){1- es, 1—12x12 rug,’ e Chair,
5 stands, 5 mirrors gs,dlo rocking chairs and several e et hall Ge
jardeners, 15 nice. ouoh s C10¢K, Utility cabinet 3 chumg tiques
antique 1amp, 1 hanari9nS, cooking utensily” a5 UDS, several
Tot & lshes. c’urtai%x sngsillavnelf’ antique hall tr,ee, ha?lllcg alcmr es,
erous to mention, g ware and other articleg teooee u(;,r:e
pol TERMS of SA ) If.
! Lunch will be serveq bS’ NP ALE—CASH you
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