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Engineer Admits Setting Blaze

'Hospital Bioardf Asks

Commissioners To

e t for
amesion 5 budeet reques ‘dur- | ses for the re mammg sxx monl:hs of
1

The Highland County
sioners, at a meeting held her
Tuesday morning, accepted a re.
quest by the board of dlrectors o

(‘

- | struction of a new county hospit:
nk | on the ballot in the next gener:

hospltal do not meet the demand |
the | for hospital services here. It al.

pointed out that the hospital fails
ves | to meet the requirements as set uj
ling | py the state.
< The letter sent to the c

gent need for a more adequate hos-
pital in every way for our county.
E “We sincerely request that che

Like- | possible by giving the matter your
\ding | favorable consideration and pass.

‘ Company H, Local |
‘| Leave Here Sunday
With 147th Infant

City to Seek $108,957

To 0perate

ity councu approved the imance

$108,975 on which to oper:

Next Year

penses for the first six months of
this year and the estimated expen-

Confession
Is Made By |
Partridg i

 Philip Partridge, county

Partridge i

Philip Partridge, county engin-
eer, confessed to authorities about
midnight Tuesday that he had set
the fire at the Lincoln elementary
school here Monday, Prosecutor
Richard L. Davis revealed.

Partridge, following the confes-
sion and subsequent questioning,
was given a preliminary hearing
before Justice of the Peace David
Boothby about 1 A. M. Wednesday
and held for grand jury action on
a charge of arson. Bond'was set at
$2,000. A property bond was provid-
ed and Partrldge was released.

The engineer had attended a
meeting of city council and during
the session, he drew Police Chief
Walter Reffitt aside and told him
that he had started the fire at the
school. The chief, stunned by the
confession, called the county prose-
cutor at his home.

THE GROUP then went to the of-
fice of the county prosecutor where
Partridge made and signed a writ-
ten confession, admitting the act
in some detail.

Davis said Partridge was appar-
| ently “motivated” in setting the
fire by the “inequalities between
‘|the white_ and colored elements
here.,” He did not elaborate fur-
ther.

The prosecutor said Partridge ad-
mitted going to the school shortly
after 4 A. M. He entered the build-
ing through a basement window
and pried the lock from a classroom
door. He admitted carrying two
cans of fuel into the classroom and
setting the fire.

Apparently Partridge had been
‘on the verge of confessmg previous-

itt .+~ Tha chief
fe came - to ‘the piolice
ation about 8:30 A. M. Monday,
about three hours after the fire,

‘ anﬁ told the officers that he had °
‘I'some: information about the blaze
but wanted to wait until Tuesday.

Partrldge came to the police sta-
tion again late Tuesday after the
hief had gone, home for the day.

{[ Later, at the council meeting, after

the engineer had appeared w'th a
group of chamber of commerce

| ’pbsal at the session,-he drew Chief
| Reffitt aside.

‘At the preliminary hearing be-
re Boothby, Partridge entered a



WEDNESDAY morning, Part-
ridge issued the following written
statement to this newspaper:

“Ohio passed a law ' abolishing

segregated schools twenty some
years ago. But we still have segre-
gated schools in Ohio.
- “The Supreme Court’s recent de-
cision  abolishing segregated
schools may not take effect for an-
other twenty years or longer.

“The most devastating weapon
of the enemies of freedom is infil-
tration. Daily they grow stronger
and we do not dare to wait this long
for progress.-

‘ “We must take unto ourselves
the whole-armour of freedom.

County commissioners were call-
ed into 'special session Wednes-
day at noon to discuss the situa-
tion concerning the county en-
| gineer. No action had resulted up
to press time.

Partndge came here in the early
) ’:)f,:‘1950 from Clinton County.
s with the Clinton Construe-
ompany in that county. He
father of three children. -
rtridge, 43, was appointed in
0 to fill the unexpired term
] dé]West a_s eounty engineer.




